
LIFE Group Discussion Guide 
October 22, 2017 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Sermon Title: The Tragedy of Dying Without God 
Sermon Series: In Search of a King 
Sermon Text: 1 Samuel 27-2 Samuel 1 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Open 
1. What is one way that God blessed you and/or worked in your life this past week? 
2. What did that experience teach or re-affirm to you about God? 
3. Prayer of thanksgiving for how God works in our lives. 

Dig 
1. Let’s start our Bible study with this question: Does it make sense that someone can 

be in the vicinity of God but not experience intimacy in relationship with God?  Why 
or why not? 

2. From what you have learned about Saul in 1 Samuel, in what ways did Saul know or 
not know God? 

3. In our day, how would you describe the difference between knowing about Jesus 
and knowing Jesus as Savior and Lord? 

4. Saul’s life went tragically off-track, so where did Saul go wrong in his life? 
5. One example of where Saul went wrong can be seen in 1 Samuel 28.  Now, this is a 

really strange story and, for now, we’re not going to get too hung up on some of the 
details of this story.  Let’s read it and then decipher the big picture meaning of the 
story [READ 1 SAMUEL 28]. 

6. What is the big picture meaning of this story? 
7. In this story, Saul turns to a source of “magical religion” that he had previously 

banned from Israel for guidance.  Why did he not just speak directly to God? 
8. Why did Saul want to converse with Samuel instead of seeking God directly? 
9. In what ways do we do this same sort of thing in our lives? 
10. What other sources do we turn to for wisdom instead of going directly to God and 

His Word?  Why do we do that? 
11. This story reveals that Saul practiced religion instead of living in relationship with 

God.  Why and how did this keep Saul from being the man he could have been? 
12. As you examine your life, would you say that you are practicing religion or living in 

relationship with God?  Why? 

Reflect 
• Saul’s life of promise ended in tragedy because he did not make God his true king.  

Think of someone you know who, like Saul, is on track to die without really knowing 
the Lord.  Let’s take time to pray for their salvation. 

• Don’t forget to invite someone to Friends’ Day and FestiFall next Sunday!


